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Washington-In a unanimous, bi-partisan vote the House of Representatives                has passed the FY 2002 Military Construction Appropriations Bill.                Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District), the most senior Democrat                on the Appropriations Military Construction Subcommittee, secured                $5.2 million to upgrade Support Facilities at Barnes Air National                Guard Base. The bill also included funding for improvements at military                bases across the country and abroad. 

               House passage is a preliminary step toward final approval of the                bill. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation                is due by October 1, 2001, the beginning of Fiscal Year 2002. 

               "My job on the Military Construction Subcommittee is to improve                the quality of life for our men and women in uniform in Massachusetts,                throughout the nation and overseas. This responsibility assumes                an even greater weight in light of last week's terrorist attack,"                Olver said. "The bill that we have passed will help to ensure                that our military bases are well-equipped."

               The $5.2 million for Barnes will fund support facilities for the                A-10 aircraft of the 104th Fighter Wing, including security and                law enforcement operations, communications support and medical training.                Currently, all support functions are currently consolidated in one                building, which has left all functions with cramped and inadequate                working space. This project would construct a new 12,600 square                foot Security Forces Facility, alter and add 6,000 square feet to                the Composite Medical and Communications Facility and demolish a                1,264 square foot supply facility. 

               "This new project will help make Barnes a safer, more efficient                base. Our military will be an integral part of our response to terrorism                in the coming months and years, and it's critical that we begin                to make new investments now," Olver added.

               The FY 02 Military Construction Bill included a total of $10.5 billion.                The bill includes $1.2 billion for new family housing units, $1.2                billion for new construction and modernization of existing barracks,                $545 million for environmental cleanup and closed military bases,                and $199 million for the construction of hospital and medical facilities.
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